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BUSINESS 


Following three months of steady 
and rapid increase, the Index of Business 
Activity in New Mexico set a new April high 
more than 137 per cent above the 1947-49 
base period, The soaring index was borne 
upward by all major economic segments, 

Farm marketings rose appreciably from a 
year earlier, Mine production of metallics 
gained slightly despite reduced copper-ore 
output, Potash production climbed nearly 
18 per cent, Production of crude oil and 
natural gas showed good gains, 

As measured by contractors' sales, con- 
struction put in place was 21 per cent above 
April 1956, though building permits were off, 
especially nonresidential permits, 

Manufacturers' sales took a 43-per-cent 
jump over last April--largest in many years. 
Transportation and utility sales increased 
almost as much, partly because of the rapid 
rise in electric power production, 

Both wholesale and retail sales surged 
ahead of last year, reflecting among other 
stimulants active Easter trade, Sales by 
amusement establishments began their spring 
climb with a solid 62-per-cent margin over 
April 1956. Sales of services--personal, 
business, professional--were well above last 
year's, reflecting in part continued growth in 
engineering and associated service firms. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Highway Cransportation 


ARS AND TRUCKS have become so common- 

place that their roles in our daily lives are 
rarely considered by any of us. Only when our 
own automobiles are inthe shop do we appreciate 
the extent to which our everyday activities depend 
upon the availability and use of such vehicles. 
Trucks, too, are vital to the even tenor of our 
very existence; for, as a recent ad said, "If 
you've got it, a truck brought it.'' Nearly every- 
thing we own or use has been moved at one time 
or another by a truck. Should all trucks remain 
idle for only a short time, their significance in 
the movement of goods would be felt with paraly- 
zing severity. 

Obyiously, numberless hypothetical conditions 
can be established to emphasize the importance 
of highway transportation in today's economy and 
in our personal lives. But this article is con- 
cerned with a concrete situation in a specific 
location--the role played by highway transporta- 
tion in New Mexico, Each of several facets of 
this role is significant in its own right. 


High Roads and Low Roads 


New Mexico has a total highway and street 
mileage of more than 62,000 miles--approxi- 
mately one mile of roadfor eachtwo square miles 
of land area, (The national average is more than 
1.1 miles of road for each square mile of area, ) 
The most casual observer is, of course, aware 
of the lack of uniform construction in this mile- 
age. For administrative and financing purposes, 
the total mileage has been divided into several 
systems, The most important routes, totaling 
nearly 12,000 miles, are the state's responsi- 
bility and make up the State Highway System. 
Approximately 46, 700 of the 51, 000 miles outside 
state jurisdiction are under county or municipal 
authority; the remaining are under some special 
control like that of the military, park, forest 
service, Indian reservation, etc. 

Insofar as volume of goods or people trans- 
ported is concerned, most of the local (county 
and municipal) mileage is of minor importance, 
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However, the necessity for these roads and 
streets is well established. Access to remote 
homes, farms, forests, mines, and ranches is 
provided by them; mail is delivered along many 
of them; school buses use them; and the only 
certain communication with much of the outside 
world is afforded by them. As of Jan, 1, 1956, 
only 4,000 miles of local roads and streets were 
paved, while ten times that number were classi- 
fied as either primitive or unimproved, 

At the other end of the scale is the State High- 
way System, though even here disparities in 
quality exist. At its top is the so-called Inter- 
state System of slightly more than 1,000 paved 
miles, some 45 miles of which are located in 
places of 5,000 population or over. These are 
the most heavily traveled roads and streets in 
New Mexico, and their inclusion in the Interstate 
System (which now calls for the federal govern- 
ment to supply 90 per cent or more of construction 
costs) emphasizes their importance in the long- 
distance movement of vehicles. 

Next come about 2,900 miles of Federal-Aid 
Primary roads and streets, which connect most 
of our population centers and in general provide 
for the movement of persons and goods between 
these centers. Approximately 99 per cent of the 
Federal-Aid Primary routes are paved, Of the 
state's four-lane highways, more than nine-tenths 
are on either the Federal-Aid Primary or the 
Interstate System. 

The State Highway System also includes some 
5,000 miles of Federal-Aid Secondary roads and 
streets, less than 100 miles of which are intowns 
of 5,000 orover. These roads andstreets--more 
than 55 per cent paved--are heavily traveled local 
roads, supporting and providing for the movement 
of people and things from farms, ranches, mines, 
etc,, to cities and towns or to more important 
highways, 


The remaining portion of the state system con- 
sists of the least important sections --trafficways 
not eligible for federal funds. Of the nearly 
2,800 miles in this category, less than 400 are 


paved, and fewer than 200 are in urban places, @ 
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Nature of the Traffic 


Who uses the roads and streets? The obvious 
answer is, of course, "Just about everyone."’ An 
estimated 390,000 vehicles of all types were 
registered in New Mexico last year. Without 
doubt, nearly all were used on our roads and 
streets at some time during the year--for their 
drivers to goto andfrom work, to shop, to trans- 
actother business, to obtain orto render medical 
attention, to attend school and church, to find 
entertainment and recreation. Furthermore, the 
use of our roads and streets is not limited to 
vehicles registered in New Mexico. Many feder- 
al agencies keep and use vehicles here, and in- 
numerable out-of-state vehicles come to New 
Mexico or pass through the state en route to other 
destinations, 

Recently, our State Highway Department com- 
pleted a survey of motor-vehicle use in the state 
in 1954, The findings cast some light on reasons 
for and extent of the use of our vehicles. Some 
of the more relevant findings follow: 
© In1954 travelon New Mexico roads andstreets 

totaled over three billion vehicle miles. 


o Six-sevenths of the total mileage was on the 
State Highway System, with more than half 
being carried by rural primary highways. 

© About one mile out of every four was traveled 
on city streets. 

o The mostheavily traveled sections of the State 
Highway System were those in cities andtowns 
of 5,000 population or over, 

© More than 70 per cent of this travel was by 
passenger cars, 

© Out-of-state vehicles accounted for 30 per 
cent of this travel. 

© Out-of-state vehicles accounted for only one- 
tenth of the travel on rural roads not in the 
State Highway System. 

© New Mexico vehicles traveled outside the state 
less than half as far as out-of-state vehicles 
traveled within the state, 


© Heavy trucks (of six or more wheels) accounted 
for nearly half of all truck mileage and about 
one-seventh of all travel. 

© Nine out of ten persons traveling to work went 
by private car, 


The Motor-Vehicle Economy 


Many types of activities, business and govern- 
mental, are dependent upon or tied to the use of 
motor vehicles either by the general public or by 
their own personnel, Those selling or utilizing 
the actual motor vehicles themselves consist of 


car and truck agencies and the common and con- 
tract carriers, including trucking firms and bus 
and taxi companies. Those based upon sales of 
services and/or supplies and accessories include 
service stations, garages and repair shops, tire 
and tube distributors, and accessory stores, 

Those providing highway and street facilities 
and those regulating or controlling travel thereon 
include roadbuilding contractors and their sup- 
pliers, state and local police staffs, administra- 
tive officers (at all levels of government) con- 
cerned with highway planning, construction, and 
maintenance, Those firms depending upon high- 
way travelers for trade include motels, some 
hotels, many restaurants and cafes, other tourist 
facilities of several kinds, and a sizeable number 
of other retail outlets. 


While the precise individual magnitude of these 
groups is not easily measured, an idea of the 
over-all size of some of them may be gained from 
figures from the 1954 Census of Business, 


Auto Sales and Service 


1, Car and truck retailers in 1954 numbered 
364, with more than two-thirds holding new-car 
franchises, Their sales topped $130 million, and 
employment was an estimated 3,300. Twenty-six 
house-trailer sales agencies supplemented the 
car and truck dealers, with 1954 sales exceeding 
$4 million, 

2. Morethan 1, 200 service stations (about 760 
of them employing one or more persons) provided 
fuel and lubricants for cars and trucks to the tune 
of more than $67.5 million in sales, They em- 
ployed more than 2,250 persons, about 1,900 of 
whom were full-time. 


Road & Street Mileage in New Mexico 


State Highway System 


Interstate 1, 008 
Other Federal-Aid Primary 2, 885 
Federal-Aid Secondary 5, 043 
Other state roads _2, 766 
Total 11, 702 
Local Roads and Streets 
County roads 44,992 
City streets not on state 
system 1, 726 
Miscellaneous (park, forest, 
military, etc.) 4,416 
Total 51, 134 
TOTAL MILEAGE 62, 836 
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3 


Business Activity in New Mexico 


Per Cent Change INDEX 
April 1957 from April 1957 
April Year Earlier March April (Average Month 
1957 April 1956 1957 1956 1947-49 = 100) 
Index of Business Activity (1947-49 = 100) 237.4 198.5 + 5.3 + 19.6 237.4 
Sales of Retail Stores (1, 000's) $ 80,801 $ 75,083 - 325 * 48 187.4 
Apparel Stores 3,115 2,375 31.4 + 31.1 157.3 
Automotive (excluding auto sales) 11,409 11, 430 na na na 
Subsistence Stores 19, 952 18,950 + 0.5 + 5.3 173.1 
Furniture and Appliance Stores 2,847 6, 844 - 36.9 - 58.4 111.9 
Building Materials Dealers 7, 857 8,196 + 17.3 - 4,1 161.3 
Other Retail Stores 35,621 27, 288 - 6.6 + 30.5 243.4 
Sales of Amusement Establishments (1, 000's) $ 1,401 $ 864 *37.6 + 62.1 157.2 
Sales of Service Establishments (1, 000's) 10,510 8,592 + 8.2 + 22.3 271.8 
Sales of Contractors (1, 000's) 23,648 19, 540 1.5 + 21.0 346.0 
Sales of Wholesalers (1, 000's) 28, 602 24,221 - 1.1 + 16,1 141.6 
Public Utilities' and Carriers' Sales (1, 000's) 10, 260 7,693 - 16.9 + 33.4 219.3 
Manufacturers' and Processors' Sales (1, 000's) 26, 664 18,631 + 32.4 + 43.1 355.6 
Life Insurance Sales (1, 000's) 17,503 14, 400 - 1.5 + 21.5 499.1 
Bank Debits, 36 banks (1, 000's) $370, 305 $338, 493 +- 3.8 + 0.4 232, 78 
Bank Loans and Discounts, 36 banks (1, 000's) 35, 293 33,164 + 2.8 + 6.4 $i2.5° 
Demand Deposits, 36 banks (1, 000's) 290,198 291,318 - 0.4 - 0.4 156, 6 
Time Deposits, 36 banks (1, 000's) 92,345 85, 822 + 0.5 + 78 261. 6% 
Business Failure Liabilities (1, 000's)” 214 88 - 48.5 +141.5 746.7 
Postal Receipts, 35 post offices (1, 000's) 529 495 + 4.9 + 6.8 225, 5% 
Number of Workers in Nonagricultural Establishments 202, 200 189, 700 * 1 + 6.6 153.5 
in Manufacturing 20, 000 19,100 + 2.6 + a 201.7 
in Mining 16,700 16,000 * 23 + 4.4 145.0 
in Transportation and Utilities 19,600 19, 300 0.0 + 1.6 130.6 
in Trade 44,500 41,700 + 1.6 + 6.7 149.8 
in Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 7,000 6,600 0.0 + @1 238.5 
in Services and Miscellaneous 24, 800 22,600 + 2.1 + B.7 115.6 
in Government 53, 500 49, 300 + 0.9 + 8.5 187.5 
in Contract Construction 16,100 15,100 + 5.2 + 6.6 127.4 
Building Permits, total 15 cities (1, 000's) $ 4,157 $ 4,443 - 34.5 - 6.4 173..2* 
Residential 2,464 2,258 - 23.8 + 91 165, 2 
Nonresidential 1, 047 1,557 - 56.6 - 32.7 158, 34 
Other 645 628 - 8,0 2.8 261.7 
Petroleum Production (1, 000's of bbls) 7,852 7,063 - 5.5 + 11.2 207.0 
Natural Gas Production (millions of cu ft) 55,275 48,198 - 11.7 + 14,7 357.3 
Electric Power Production (1, 000's of kwh's) 206, 245 179, 924 + 3.2 + 14.6 233.7 
Index of Total Metallics Production (1947-49 = 100) 106.6 101.6 - 2,1 + 4.9 106.6 
Mine Production - Copper (1, 000's of lbs) 11,000 12,032 - 5.2 - 8.6 104,1 
Mine Production - Lead (1, 000's of lbs) 1,440 892 * 26.1 + 61.4 138.7 
Mine Production - Zinc (1, 000's of lbs) 6, 860 5,574 + 0.3 + 23.1 107.4 
Mine Production - Potash (1, 000's of tons) 1,124 956 - 2.2 + 17.6 280.7 
Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 93.4 83.1 + 3.0 + 12.4 93.4 
Index of Livestock Prices 95.0 84.6 + 4.5 + 12.3 95.0 
Index of Crop Prices 96, 8¢ 86.5 0.0 + 12.4 96. 8° 
Receipts from All Farm Marketings (1, 000's) $ 11,831 $ 11,252 + 30.7 + §.1 76.7 
Livestock and Products 9,613 8, 446 + 34.0 + 13.8 104.1 
Crops 2,218 2, 806 - 15.6 - 21.0 35.9 
Per Cent Change INDEX 
May 1957 from May 1957 
May Year Earlier April May (Average Month 
1957 _ May 1955 1957 1956 1947-49 = 100) 
Bank Debits, 36 banks (1, 000's) $373, 636 $347, 832 + 0,9 + 3A 234, 89 
Bank Loans and Discounts, 36 banks (1, 000's) 35, 792 34,055 + 1.4 + §.1 214,58 
Demand Deposits, 36 banks (1, 000's) 286, 289 297, 456 - 1.3 - 3.8 154,62 
Time Deposits, 36 banks (1, 000's) 94,181 86,181 + 2,0 + BS 266. 84 
Postal Receipts, 38 post offices (1, 000's) 529 507 - 1.3 + 4.3 222, 62 
Building Permits, total 15 cities (1, 000's) $ 5,087 $ 4,561 + 22.4 + 11.5 211,98 
Residential 2,489 2,250 * 28 + 10.6 166, 84 
Nonresidential 1,558 1,572 + 48.8 - 0.9 235.42 
Other 1,040 739 + 62,1 + 40.6 421,62 
Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 94.1 82.1 + 6.7 + 14.6 94.1 
Index of Livestock Prices 95.3 82.9 + 0.3 + 15,0 95.3 
Index of Crop Prices 99.2 86.9 + 2.8 + 14,3 99.2 


N@Not Available 
indexes adjusted for changing number of reporting units 

Sources: 

Retail Sales data: N, M. Bureau of Revenue 

Potash Production: N, M. Bureau of Revenue 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Production: N, M, Oil Conservation 
Commission 

Life Insurance Sales (New Ordinary): Life Insurance Agency 
Management Association 

Wage Employment (all categories): N. M. Employment 
Security Commission 


>Based on three months’ data 


Revised 


Electric Power Production: 


Federal Power Commission 


Metallics Production: U. S, Bureau of Mines 
Farm Prices and Marketings: U. S. Agricultural Marketing 


Service 


Bank data (all series), Postal Receipts, Building Permits: 
Bureau of Business Research 
Business Failure Liabilities: Dun & Bradstreet, Inc, 


Monthly Summary (Continued from page 1) 


© Bank debits and loans gained substantially, 


RETAIL SALES: A Comparison 


PER CENT CHANGE: April '57 from April '56 


mirroring the booming activity in our producing — 
and distributing industries. Effects of the boom 
also showed up in employment expansion among + 33 


all major industrial groups to levels well above 
year-ago figures, 

At the same time, the national business press 
was expressing concern over the lack of buoyancy 
in retail trade, the slackening of construction, 


MCKINLEY 


GUADALUPE 


and the failure of production to continue to expand, 


Though this pessimism was proved somewhat 
premature by later final national figures, the 
following comparisons show much better gains 
generally for New Mexico and help to explain the 
rapid rise of our Index of Business Activity, 
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Per Cent 
gain over April 1956 
NM US 
Farm marketings Bed 3.4 
Manufacturers' sales 43.1 5.7 +15 
Construction 21.0 6.4 (Los Al 75 
+22 os amos + 
Electric power production 14.6 5.8 
Bank debits 9.4 8.9 mpacco JINew Mexico +8 Excludes Automobile Sales, 
Retail sales 7.6 9,2 
Wholesale sales 13,2 5.0 
Sales Activity in New Mexico Counties. 
(add 1, 000's) Retail Stores APRIL 1957 
*Automotive Furniture & Building Amusement Service Manufacturers 
County Apparel Ac ies Subsi Appliances Material Other Total _Places Firms & Processors 
Bernalillo $1, 226 $ 2,961 $ 5,534 $ 855 $2,545 $ 7,439 $20, 560 $ 190 $ 3,930 $ 3,958 
Catron 0 20 50 5 0 25 100 3 5 40 
Chaves 196 666 1,017 194 623 1,627 4,323 421 668 1, 252 
Colfax 9 221 199 21 90 645 1,185 15 109 189 
Curry 131 365 652 141 183 802 2,274 48 509 351 
De Baca (a) 33 58 9 22 178 300 (a) 20 (a) 
Dona Ana 115 602 1,000 170 462 894 3, 243 59 404 1, 859 
Eddy 503 557 1,088 161 402 1, 553 4,264 67 667 9, 232 
Grant 25 227 445 39 179 478 1,393 22 168 144 
Guadalupe 4 150 128 13 51 102 448 (a) 4 (a) 
Harding 0 14 6 0 0 67 87 1 2 26 
Hidalgo 10 127 166 7 29 155 494 7 44 25 
Lea 209 1,070 1, 402 321 569 3, 144 6,715 95 638 1,676 
Lincoln 4 46 121 13 80 171 435 12 37 13 
Los Alamos 19 60 339 : 4 13 150 588 17 68 49 
Luna 36 246 348 80 38 191 939 9 76 492 
McKinley 70 362 666 44 134 863 2,139 29 170 2, 443 
Mora 2 18 17 3 (a) 88 128 1 2 16 
Otero 104 244 787 157 407 579 2,278 35 273 343 
Quay 45 325 305 18 87 238 1,018 16 76 18 
Rio Arriba 9 139 208 28 74 408 866 2 60 50 
Roosevelt 23 192 229 47 223 232 946 17 124 96 
Sandoval (a) 717 143 (a) 5 133 358 1 17 19 
San Juan 65 965 946 90 822 2,274 5, 162 145 424 603 
San Miguel 5 194 305 30 46 434 1,014 27 108 80 
Santa Fe 163 518 985 150 395 1,095 3,306 77 790 439 
Sierra 6 96 209 5 30 130 476 17 58 4 
Socorro 9 128 213 30 28 191 599 (a) 39 20 
Taos 21 53 201 30 6 167 478 6 42 18 
Torrance 0 175 117 15 11 121 439 (a) 12 1 
Union 20 74 113 10 30 119 366 6 36 2 
Valencia 33 320 459 26 87 424 1,349 5 89 70 
Unallocated 53 164 1, 496 128 186 10, 504 12,531 51 841 3,135 
@ Total $3,115 $11,409 $19, 952 $2, 847 $7, 857 $35, 621 $80, 801 $1,401 $10, 510 $26, 663 
(a) Less than $1, 000 *s tive A ies includes, sales of filling stations, garages and 
Source: School Tax Division, repair shops, and accessories dealers, It is not comparable to pre- 
N. M. Bureau of Revenue 5 vious months' figures, 
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TRAVEL BY ROAD SYSTEM 


Per Cent of Total Travel 
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Per Cent of Total Mileage 


3. There were more than 100 tire, accessory, 
and battery firms with sales approaching $10 
million and employees numbering about 330, 

4. The motor-vehicle maintenance and repair 
firms in the state totaled about 530 in 1954, ap- 
proximately 80 per cent of them labeling them- 
selves as general auto repair shops andthe others 
being classed as specialized service and repair 
businesses, They took in nearly $11 million and 
employed more than 600 regular employees, at 
least half the firms having regular employees in 
addition to owners, managers, and proprietors, 

All in all, more than 2,230 retail businesses 
sold cars and trucks, fuels, lubricants, and 
accessories, etc., and repaired and serviced 
vehicles in 1954, with sales running abave $221 
million and regular employees totaling more than 
6,100, Although price hikes account for part of 
the increase intotal sales over those of 1948, the 
figures for that year offer a kind of yardstick for 
measuring growth in the motor-vehicle field in 
New Mexico, In 1948 sales reached $125 million, 
As aproof of additional growth--1956 sales topped 
$300 million. 


Wholesalers 


5. In 1954, 96 wholesalers supplied retailers 
with goods and wares, one-eighth of them being 
motor-vehicle wholesalers and the remainder 
dealing in auto equipment, tires, tubes, and ac- 
cessories, Sales exceeded $19 million that year, 
and more than 600 persons were on wholesalers' 
payrolls, Obviously, many wholesale trans- 


actions were handled by out-of-state firms or 
manufacturers, without the use of New Mexico 
wholesalers, 

6. Some 240 petroleum-products bulk stations 
or plants supplied service stations with gasoline, 
other fuels, and oils. Sales brought more than 
$75 million, although a substantial portion un- 
doubtedly went for nonmotor-vehicle use. (No 
satisfactory figures for suchsales are available, ) 


Transportation Firms 


The business of providing highway transpor- 
tation has become an important segment of the 
state's economy. Under "highway transportation" 
are included firms like trucking and transfer 
companies, bus lines--local and long distance, 
and taxi companies, School buses, though of 
minor economic importance, render a vital ser- 
vice and are also in this category. 


According to the New Mexico Employment Se- 
curity Commission, more than 200 trucking 
firms were operating in New Mexico in 1956, 
They employed around 2,300 persons, while 
another 1,500 served in various capacities re- 
lated to the movement of persons and property 
over our roads and streets. 

No reliable data are available on the extent of 
the private carriage of goods, but even the mod- 
erately observant citizen is aware of the many 
private delivery trucks in constant use and the 
movement of raw materials to processing plants 
and the delivery of finished and/or semi-finished 
goods from plants and mills to warehouses, dis- 
tribution points, and customers--all by private 
vehicles. This manner of moving property is 
assumed to be much larger than movement by 
common and contract carriers, The movement 
of passengers in private passenger cars has al- 
ready been noted as the most common vehicular 
movement, 


Road Building, Maintaining, 
and Patrolling 


Foremost inthe major category of groups pro- 
viding, maintaining, and patrolling our streets 
and highways is the road-building industry. Ap- 
proximately 100 firms operated in New Mexico 
Jast year, employing an average of about 2, 500 
persons. The seasonal pattern is such that em- 
ployment dropped to about 2, 100 during the slack 
months of the winter and climbed to approximately 
3,000 during the peak months. As construction 
on the vast Interstate System gains momentum 
such employment will undoubtedly increase, 
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At the close of 1954 the New Mexico State High- 
way Department had about 1,700 people on its 
payroll, Presumably, this number has expanded 
somewhat with the appreciable increase since 
then of the agency's work load, County and local 
road and street crews are of varying sizes. 

The U. S. Bureau of Public Roads has an ad- 
ministrative office in Santa Fe and field and op- 
erating personnel throughout the state, who not 
only workin close cooperation with the New Mex- 
ico State Highway Department.on federally sup- 
ported highway construction, but also construct 
and maintain roads in national parks and monu- 
ments, national forests, and Indian reservations 
and pueblos, There are also several state agen- 
cies which license and regulate motor vehicles, 
police our highways and streets, and supervise 
highway transport. Partof the work ofthe Bureau 
of Revenue is the collection of fuel taxes, the 
issuance of licenses, and the registration of 
motor vehicles, The State Police has the primary 
task of traffic control andlaw enforcement on the 
highways; and cities and most towns, of course, 
have traffic officers, The Department of Courtesy 
and Information provides services important to 
highway travel. These, plus several other ager- 
cies, probably account for the employment of 
some 500 persons by the state. The number on 
municipal and county payrolls is not known, 


Highway Travelers As Customers 


Finally, there are those businesses depending 
upon highway travelers as customers. The 1954 
Census of Business reported over 200 hotels, 
more than 550 motels, and nearly 100 trailer 
parks in New Mexico, Total receipts of these 
businesses exceeded $19 million in 1954. About 
2,000 people were regular, full-time employees; 
another 1, 000 were part-time or temporary work- 
ers, 

No satisfactory breakdown can be made for our 
more than 1,600 restaurants, soda fountains, and 
bars to indicate those primarily dependent on 
motor travelers; but common sense says that a 
good proportion could be so classified. 

There are probably about 50 New Mexico drive- 
in theateis, all of them relying almost completely 
on automobiles to bring patrons to entertainment 
areas, Tourist enterprises, ranging from dude 
ranches and recreation camps to souvenir and 
curio shops, are of varying importance, In some 
places, they are basic to an area's economy; in 
others, they are secondary. No definitive mea- 


sure of their magnitude is available on a state- 
wide basis. 


The Passing Parade 


Any relatively intensive inquiry into motor- 
vehicle movement reveals that a great many per- 
sonal and business activities hinge at least partly 
upon motor-vehicle use, For businesses, usually 
the closer the activity is to the final customer, 
the greater the likelihood that an increasing pro- 
portion of such use is involved, Of course, some 
primary activities--metallic-ore production, re- 
duction and smelting of ores, some farming acti- 
vities, for example--do not use cars or trucks 
directly; but as their products or those of related 
manufacturing plants are brought closer to the 
ultimate user, there is an increasing probability 
that cars and trucks become more important, 

As individuals, we need only to dwell briefly 
onthe actions and activities of our personal lives 
to see our dependence upon motor vehicles. As 
a matter of fact, it goes without saying that the 
wheels upon which today's world largely revolves 
are--oftener than not--those of automobiles and 
trucks, 
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1 - Albuquerque 7 - Las Cruces 


2 - Carlsbad 8 - Lordsburg 
3 - Clovis 9 - Raton 

4 - Espanola 10.- Roswell 

5 - Farmington 11 - Santa Fe 

6 - Gallup 12 - Tucumcari 
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